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Earneſt Addreſs 4 
BRITONS. 


WHEREIN 


ELD The ſeueral Artifices made Uſe of by the 


Emiſſaries of France and Rome, to cor- 
rupt the Minds of the - and to 
overturn our happy Conſtitution, are ex- 
| _ plained, and laid 6. to public View. 
. Recommended to the Peruſal of all who prefer 
b Liberty to Slavery, Chriſtianity to Popery, Pro- 
perty to being N and Riches to Mooden- 
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Avoid the politic the faltions Foul, 


T The buſy, buzzing, talking, barden'd Knave, 


| The quaint ſmooth Rogue, that fins E bis 
up _ Reaſon, * 
| Call, ſaucy loud Sedition public Zeal, 


And. Mutiny the Diftates of bis Spirit. . 
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„ THE 
POPULAR CHOICE. 


N a Time of Public Danger, 
every Man, who wiſheth 
well to his Country, will 
ee! contribute all in his 
Power towards its Safety; 
and endeavour all he can, to 
encourage and promote Loyalty to his King. 
For at ſuch a Seaſon, the artful Nonjuror, 
and the ſubtle Papiſt, will by every Means, 
be ſowing Diſcontent, Uneafineſs, and Fea- 
louſy among the common People; from this 
Principle of Policy, namely, that to diſunite 
Proteſtauts, and render them ſuſpicious of 
the good Deſigns of the Government, will 
weaken the Hands of civil Power, and diſ- 
concert every Meaſure of juſt and reaſonable 
Defence. 

I will take Notice of ſome Branches of 


the artful Schemes that have been laid, and 
B | are 


* 


are purſuing by the Enemies of our publie 
ec. RES ED pp 7 e 
And they are ſuch as theſ: 
I. They wou'd infinulte,” agathſt the E- 
vidence of Facts, that weare in n Danger! 
that it is all Chimera, and fome private, ſi- 
niſter Deſign of our Government to raiſe the 


Alarms of Danger: Notwithſtanding a Re- 


bellion is actually begun, and begun too 
by Men of deſperate Fortunes, who have 
nothing to loſe, and only hope for the Be- 
nefits they may reap, from a total Change of 
Property, and by overturning of our hap 
Conſtitution, Such Men are always mo 
deſperate and outragious in their Attempts; 
and if any Credit 1s to be given to the pub- 
lic Accounts, they have ſhewn Samples of 
this Spirit already. They ure, of Conſe- 
quence, Men of deteſtable Principles, con- 
lemn'd by Scripture; for the Chriſtian 
Doctrine denounces Damnation on thoſe 
who refiſt Magiſtracy, which is an Ordi- 
nance of God, Rom. xiii. 2. That our 
Government is ſuch an Ordinance of Gad, 
is evident; for it not only protects and ſe- 
cures Men in the quiet Enjoyment of their 
Lives, Liberties, and Properties, but it does 
fo, both upon the Principles of civil Policy, 
and upon the Principles of Religion. For, 
in no Country under Heaven, are the civil 
Rights of Subjects more equally defended. 
| WO Even 
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Even the King cannot, by his Prerogative, 


moleſt, or infringe upon the Rights of the 


meaneſt of his Subjects; but that Subject 
has a Remedy, by an, Appeal to Magna 
Charta, and the Bill of Rights, If then 
it ſhould be inſinuated that te Man, who 
is now attempting to dethrone King George, 
will put our civil Rights upon a better 
Foundation ward they now ſtand on, ſuch 
2 @ Pretence ne&eds. no Confutation ; for the 
Practice of that very Family, of whom 
he is faid by-ſome to be a Deſcendant, gives 
us Aſſurance that he, in following the Steps 
of his Anceftors, will certainly invade our 
civil Rights, -If Damnation is then pro- 
nounced by the Chriſtian Politicks upon 
thoſe Subjects who ref? the Magiſtrate, that 
is, God's Miniſter, as, in this Senſe, King 
George evidently is.; then, the willing Adhe- 
rents to the preſent Pretender to the Cron 
of theſe Realms, are all under this Sentence. 
But King George is not only a Magiſtrate ac- 
carding to the Ordinance of God, from his 
thus forming his Government upon the Prin- 
ciples of civil Truth, but he is ſuch a Ma- 
giſtrate upon religious Principles alſo, He is 
the Protector of our civil, and of our religious 
Liberties. He is the Prince who has ex- 
preſsly declared, that no Man ſball be hurt 
or 1njured for his religious Sentiment, or Opi- 
nions, while he wears the Britiſh Crown; 
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and has been ever true to his Royal Word. 
So that it is an Act of baſe Ingratitude, a 
Sin worſe than the Sin of Witchcraft, in any, 
to attempt to diſturb his peaceful Poſſeſſion 
of the Throne of theſe Realms! or either 
openly or ſecretly encourage or abet any 
Meaſurcs taken for ſuch a Purpoſe. 

All Men among us may know that religious 
Liberty is the Palladium of Britons! This is 
e Statue of Pallas, or divine Wiſdom, which 
; ore than anſwers to that of ancient Troy, 
which was reckoned her Security ! or to that 
preſerv'd in the Temple of Veſta, which was 
of equal Eſteem in ancient Rome. And the 
- Reaſon is manifeſt, for Religion itſelf has no 
Place any farther than Men enjoy the Li- 
berty of private Fudgment. It is a ſacred 
Thing, kept in the Temple of every Man's 
Heart; and cannot conſiſt in any thing 
merely external. And inaſmuch as the pre- 
ſent Government conducts itſelf upon this Prin- 
ciple of moral Truth, to 76% ſuch a Power, 
to attempt to overthrow it, is to 2e an Or- 
dinance of God, and incurs the Guilt of 

Damnation]! | 
2. But what ſay the Enemies to our Go- 
vernment? They have the Confidence to tell 
you, that even in this Reſpect, you will have 
no Alteration! Which is ſaying, that a Man, 
educated at Rome, and patronized by the 
moſt Chriſtian King, whoſe Regard to Liberty 
5s of 
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of Conſcience is ſufficiently known, that ſuch 
a Man will, I fay, undoubtedly, ſecure you 
in your religious Liberties —That is, your 
Proteſtaniſin muſt be foſter d and nouriſhed 
by a Popiſh nurfing Father. The Savage is 
very likely to expreſs great Tenderneſs to 
ſcrupulous Conſciences! A Tribe of Cardinals, 
Prigſis, Feſuits, Friars, and other Cut- 
Threats, wou'd be excellent Guardians of the 
Church of England] But to be ſerious, - 
The Principles of one, educated in Popery, 
and a Bigot to Mother-Church, muſt render 
him abſolutely incapable of treating theſe Pro- 
teſtant Kingdoms, any otherwiſe than in his 
proper Character.— It is a notorious Truth, 
that the Faith of a Papiſt muſt lead him to 
violate all the moſt ſacred Engagements with 
a People, who are under the Excommunica- 
tion of the Pope. It has been, and ever will 
be thought meritorious in him, to violate all 
Promiſes of Protection and Favour. The 
Spirit of his Government would ſoon be ſeen 
in Impriſonments, Maſſacres, and all kinds of 
Tortures! So that a Security given by a Papiſt, 
with regard to our religious Liberties, muſt 
mean no other than this, namely, that we 
ſhall be abſolutely ſecure of having no ſuch 
Thing as the Face of religious Liberty left 
among e 8 
3. There is, no doubt, great Danger to 
our Country qariſing from an [nd:Ference about 
Reli- 


Religion, fatally ſpread among us. And the | 


Numbers who have loſt the Senſe, which 
theirForefathers had, of religious Advantages, 
or the Liberty of Public Worſhip, W 
to the Choice of every Man, throwing 
Contempt on the Ordinances of Religion, 
have encouraged the Emiſſaries of Rome, to 
hope for a conſiderable Degree of Succeſs: 
For they ha ve ſeen how it ſuch are to be made 
their Inſtruments, in ſpreading an Unconcer- 
nedneſs about a Change of Government, — 
Since this Change, they imagine, would not 
much affect them, as they have no Religion 
at all, and trouble not their Heads about the 
Condition and State of it. e 
But even with reſpect to ſuch, I earneſtly 
deſire they would conſider, that the Change of 
Government intended, would not leave them 
in Statu quo, in the ſame Condition; for in 
a Reformation that wou'd take Place, in the 
Senſe of the new Government, they muſt be 
| obliged to ſhew a Zeal about the Pomp and 
gaudy Shew, the Trappings and Dreſs that 
wou'd be put upon the religious Imagery, 
however nd:ferent they now are about Reli- 
gion in her preſent plain and fimple Appear- 
ance; and a Failure in this, would be inter- 
preted as HERETICAL PRAvITY, which 
would be treated with a Confiſcation of their 
Eſtates and Properties, and with whole/ome 
Severities applied to their Perſons, How ow 
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of my Countrymen would like all this, I in- 
treat them to conſider in Time; and not 
fooliſhly become the Dupes of the Enemies 
of our public Tranquility. It is no Reaſon 
that you ſhould be indifferent about what Ne- 
ligion is eſtabhſhed, becauſe you have ns Re- 
gard at all to Religion; for, although the 
reſent Government offers no Violence or 
Foie, but allows you to enjoy guietly all you 
have, whether you ſhew any Concern about 
Religion, or not; yet this will not, this can- 
not be the Caſe, in a Revolution of. public 
Affairs. A Peopiſþ Governor muſt ſhew his 
Zeal to Mother-Church, in conſtraining all 
bis Subjects to be good Catholicks, and he will 
diſcover great Diligence in grubbing up and 
deſtroying Root and Branch of the Northern 
Hereſy. It will not, in the leaft, avail you, 

to plead your Unconcernedneſs about Religion. 
Lou muſt go into the Meaſures, as Holy 
Church will preſcribe, of ſhewing yourſelves 
her true Sons, And what you would not 
upon any Account be brought to think of 
now, namely, imbruing your Hands in the 
Blood of your Fellow- Subjects, becauſe of 
their religious Sentiments, you muſt then do, 
and do it as an Ad of Devotion to Holy 
Church, and profeſs your Readineſs, upon 
all Occaſions, thus to t yourſelves for the 
Favour of God, by torturing and butchering 
his reaſonable Creatures; and that for no other 
5 Reaſon, 


1 
Reaſon, than for their maintaining, and re- 
fuſing to ſacrifice the unalienable Rights of 
Conſcience.— 5 
There is no Probability of the Caſe being 
otherways with you ; for though you may 
think, that in Popiſh Countries Men can, 
without any Difficulty, indulge themſelves 
in an abſolute Unconcernedneſs as to Religion, 
and that, at this Day, there are, perhaps, more 
Infidels in Italy than in any other Part of 
Chriſtendom in the ſame Compaſs, yet it could 
not be your Caſe to be eaſy and free from 
Moleſtation. Your Conditions would be 
very different, for you muſt. approve your- 
ſelves, by ſome ſufficient Specimens of your 
Zeal and Affection to Mother-Church, before 
you could hope for ſuch Indulgence: And 
more than this, you would moſt probably be 
reckoned the fitteſt Perſons to be employed in 
every Act of Perſecution and Cruelty ! This 
I ſuppoſe only upon the Preſumption that 
vou did not fall a Sacrifice with others, who 
would rather die for their Religion than re- 
nounce it; but you would have no very good 
Chance of eſcaping the Fury of the Church, 
from a Declaration of your Indifference about 
Religion : — Could the Government believe 
you, it would not be allowed to grant you a 
plenary Indulgence ; and without doubt, a 
Popiſn King ſet on a Brit;/h Throne by a 
French King, muſt be obliged to follow the 
Maxims 


EST — 
Maxims of that Government, which have 
ever been thoſe of Force and Violence, and not 
of Reaſon, in their Dealings with Hereticks ! 
DRAGooN THEM, is the French Comment 
upon Compel them to come in. A moſt Un- 


| chriſtian Comment of the Moft Chriſtian 


* 
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King, who hereby, in the Language of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, plainly ſnews, that he knows 
not what Spirit be is of Vet our Adver- 


ſaries, who go about to pervert the Minds 


of the People, have the Impudence to aſſert, 
That Popery is not a perſecuting Religion! 
That Popery is not a bloody Religion]! That 
all the Maſſacres which ſtain their Hiſtory 
are Lies, and the Invention of Proteſtants 


in order to blacken them. Witnels the 


Marian Days in England! — The Maſſacre 
in Ireland! — The Weſtern Inquiſition, in 
King James the Second's Reign, under 


Judge Fefferies and Kirk ! As well as the 


Pariſian Maſſacre, and Numbers of other 


French Slaughters, beſides the fanding In- 
quiſition in Spain, and Portugal, &c. 5 
But the Truth is, (and ſo the Emiſſaries of 


Rome themſelves, if they had Honeſty enough, 


muſt own) that Men muſt renounce their 


Reaſon and give up their Senſes, before they 
can embrace Popery. To inſtance only in 
ome of the Doctrines thereof, that of 
Tranſubſtantiation: Can any Tenet be 
more abſurd or ridiculous ? Will it bear the 

| C Teſt 
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Teſt of Reaſon, or of Common Senſe ? Can 
any Body in their Senſes believe it? Or if 
there are who do believe it, may not ſuch be- 
lieve any LIE, that the Prieff or the Devil 
can invent, to deceive and impoſe _ Man- 
kind? 
But ſince the Church is propoſed as the 
ſole Directreſs of Men's Faith, what ſhe or- 
dains mult be ſalutary to her Children, how- 
ever abſurd, and contradictory wy Truth and 
Mathematical Demonſtration : And not to 
believe as ſhe ordains, is to incur the Pre- 
munire of everlaſting Damnation. | 
But the Poſition is monſtrouſly abſurd, 
upon which this is grounded, namely, That 
Jeſus has appointed a Vicar to do that which 
he himſelf never did, Even to demand the 
« Faith of Men without Evidence, nay, a- 
« gainſt all Evidence! To require a Faith 
* © that derbrones Reaſon, and deſpoils Men 
* of their Senſes.” This he never did, this 
he never could do :—He always appeals to 
the Reaſon, to the Underſtandings, and to 
the Senſes of Men, both in his Doctrine and 
in his, Miracles. No Man then can be 
Chriſt's Vicar who pretends to aſſert a Do- 
minion over the Reaſon and Conſciences of 
others, But this does the Pope, and there- 
fore he is ANTICuRIsT, and they who ad- 
here to him, and pay him Homage, are 
ANTICHRISTIANS. 


Reli igion 


f T 

Religion is a reaſonable Service; what there- 
fore is abſurd and unreaſonable cannot belong 
to Religion; and the rejecting of Reaſon and 
Evidence in Matters of Faith and Practice, 
muſt be irreligious, prophane, and wicked! | 
Reajon is a Power of diſcerning Truth, and 
of ſeeing the Compaſs of Moral Obligation ; 3 
which Power God has placed in Man by his 
own Inſpiration. It is that alone which makes 
us capable of a Religious Character: It is that 
in which we.-reſemble God ! It then we re- 
An our Reaſon, we have no Medium thro' 
which we can diſcern Truth, but become 
abſolutely incapable of worſhiping God in 
Truth: And, of Conſequence, if we embrace 
the Popiſh Religion, we, by doing ſo, render 
ourſelves incapable of a religious Character. — 
This is Demonſtration; unleſs any one will 
_ prove, that though Religion be a reaſonable 
Service, yet a Man may perform Acts of 
| Religion without the Uſe of his Reaſon! 
I have mentioned theſe Things to. ſhew, 

that thoſe of my Countrymen, who are moſt 
indifferent about Religion, ſhould, if they 
have any Senſe of Honour, any Concern 
about preſerving the Dignity of Human Na- 
ture, abbor and deteſt a Religion that throws a 
ſevereign Contempt on Reaſon ; and offers the 
moſt unpardonable Inſult to God's Repreſen- 
tative, the Conſcience of every Man! For 


let but · the Prieſt perſwade a Perſon, that the 
C 2 Church 
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Church is to preſcribe Articles of his Faith, 
and that he owes a Reſignation of his Rea- 


ſon and Senſes to her Decrees; and he 
will eaſily prove, that the Man's Conſcience is 


no longer his own. And if he ſhould be 
ſqueamith, and make a Difficulty of poiſon- 

ing his Neighbour, or of rifling his Houſe, 
of ſpoiling his Goods, or of ſtabbing his old 
Friend, and intimate Acquaintance, if the 
Prieſt gives him the Order, and tells him the 


Man is an Heretic, and that his Death is re- 


quiſite for the Good of the Catholic Cauſe, 
he muſt throw aſide his Squeamiſhneſs, and 
plunder and murder without Remorſe ! He 
muſt join the Band of Cut-Throats, and not 
ſufier his Eyes to pity, nor his Hands to 


thew Mercy. In ſhort, Popery is a bloody, 


an inhuman Inſtitution, and is of the Devil, 
who was a Murderer from the Beginning, 

If this was mere Declamation, or any thing 
that was doubtful, or what required more Evi- 
dence to make its Truth certain, I ſhould be 
aſhamed of the Aſſertions.— ! know the De- 
ſcription is very ſhocking | The View would 
make one ſhudder! It paints Men in as black 
Colours as can be imagined! And yet there is 
no Exceſs! It is ſtrictly, it is rigidly true, 
without a Figure!—This is the Character, | 
this 1s the Spirit of Popers ! | 

And yet, ſuch is the Subrilty, the Cunning, 


the Artifice of Popith Emiftaries, that they 
| would 
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would make you believe it to be the not mild, 
gentle, innocent, nay, the moſt friendly Re- 
ligion in the World. They want no Arts, 
nor ſtick at any Coft or Pains to gain over 
the Credulous, the Ignorant, and the Paſſio- 
nate: Bountiful are their Converts in their 
Alms to the Poor in a Proteſtant Country ; 
very ready to relieve the miſerable and di- 
ſtreſſed: And by ſuch Meaſures they moſt 
effectually take off the Prejudices of the lower 
People, againſt their Religion, and influence 
Numbers from prefent Intereſt to embrace it. 
But Men miſtake greatly, who imagine 
theſe Practices to be any Proofs of the Spirit 
of their Religion; for without Breach of 
Charity it may be ſaid, theſe are generally, if 
not always, made uſe of, with a View to ſe- 
duce from Proteſtantiſm, and lead Men into 
the Romi/h Communion, The great Succeſs 
that Papiſis have had this Way, in theſe 
Kingdoms, is too manifeſt to need any fur- 
ther Evidence: — But no Title can they have 
to that of CATHoLic, fince all Proteſtants 
are once a Year ſolemnly curſed by the Pope, 
and delivered over to the Vengeance of God: 
| So that as their Church allows of 20 Salua- 
lion out of her Pale, and can ſanctify the moſt 
inhuman, vile, and barbarous Meaſures a- 
gainſt Proteſtants, their Benevolence and Be- 
neſicence muſt have a confined and ſiniſter 
View, fince they dare not embrace Prote- 
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fauts as Chriftiang, or as ſuch who have a 


Claim to the Fayour of God, and to nal 
Salvation. 

It is impoſlible, therefore, that a Paps/, 
upon the Principles of Popery, can live in 
Charity with Proteſtants ; becauſe his Church, 
his holy Father, does annually conſign them 


all over to the Devil and Damnation ! But 


as a Papiſt cannot live in Charity with all 
Men, it will be difficult to prove, that Salva - 
tion is to be had in their Pale: They cut them- 
ſelves off from the Claim of Mercy, if Un- 
charitableneſs, and a Spirit of Perſecution can 
do it. 

There are other Topics urged to corrupt the 


Sentiments of the Britiſp People, and inſtil 


Diſſaffection to the Government; one is, the 
King's partial Regard to Hanover, and his 
Want of due Affection to his Britiſh Subjects. 

This is a mean, baſe, and low Invention, but 


yet has not been without its Influence: The 
| Meaning of which I take to be in the Origi- 


nal, that the Jeſuit would inſinuate any 
Thing he can invent that is likely to ſpread 


popular Prejudice; for can any Man per- 


iwade himſalf, that the King is ſo void of 


Common Senſe, as to eſteem a German Elec 
torate more. honourable and uſeful to him 


and his Family than the Kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland, with the American Co- 


lonies, &c It is not a Thing incredibte? And 


what has he done for the People of Hanover, 
either 


1175 


either in reſpect to their Liberties or Propet- 


| ties, more than he has done for Britons? 
lf Men are taught Diſaffection to him be- 
cauſe he is an arbitrary Prince in Hanover. 


and not fo in England, they diſcover a Want 


of Honeſty : Or, if they think the Hanove- 
rians better intereſted in the King becauſe of 
this, they deſerve no Rzvals of their Envy. 


But further, it is pretended, he has injured 


us by engaging us in a War on the Con- 
tinent for the Sake of Hanover. 

This ſeems to be faid without any Foun- 
dation. We never ſuffered for Hanover, it 

has for us. It has never been threatened on 

its own Score ; but to prevent our King from 


going into Meaſures for ſupporting the Li- 


berty of Europe, His going, into the War was 
not only with the Conſent of his Council, but 
he was almoſt forced into it by the earneſt 
and general Cry of the Nation ; and nothing 
but the Want of Succeſs in Flanders has given 
the leaſt room for Clamour. But that we have 
been ſucceſsleſs is not certain. I am not ſure 
that France would not have ruined the Houſe 
of Auſtria, if it had not been for thoſe Ef- 
forts made by our King on the Continent ; 
which, had they been more ſupported by ſome 
of his Allies, might have been attended with 
better Effect in Flanders, Of this we may 
be pretty well aſſured, that our King has had 
the principal Hand in procuring the Imperial 
| Diadem 
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Diadem for that Honſe. And ſo far the King's 
having German Dominions is of Uſe, as they 


have enabled himi to do what otherwiſe he 
could nvt have done ; which, by the way, is 


likely to be of no ſmall Importance to the 


Weal of Europe, by recovering the loſt Ba- 


lance of Power. And I doubt not but the 


Court of France ſees our King's Influence in 


this Light; elſe; why would they proceed to 


ſuch Meaſures of Reſentment, by invading 
theſe Kingdoms, and diſturbing their Peace 
and Quiet; and by every Means endeavour- 


ing to weaken the Power, and deſtroy the 


Influence of his Britannic Majeſty ? The 
French Councils have every kind of Pene- 
netration attributed to them by ſome People, 
and in proportion to that ſuperior Skill they 
muſt ſurely give Importance to the Character 
and Influence of that Prince, againſt whom 
they level /o much of their Reſentment. It 
then we judge of the King of Great Britain 


by the Conduct of France towards him, he 


muſt have been as Pricks in their Eyes, and 


as Thorns in their Sides More than this, 


His being Elector of Hanover was no Ob- | 
jection to his being choſen a Succeſſor to the 


Throne of theſe Realms, when, in King Wil- 


liam's Time that Statute was made by our 
Legiſlature; and why ſhould it be any Ob- 
jection now ? Is not Hanover able to ſupport 
itſelf, and bring in ſome Profits to its Elector? 
If i t be not, one would think the 2 as 

ome 
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forns call it, not worth keeping. In 1694, 
the Emperor Leopold, made Erneſt, the Duke 
of Hanover, Elector, and as ſuch, Standard 
| Bearer of the Roman Empire ; fince then 
Arch-Treaſurer. To this Honour there was 
great Oppoſition, not becauſe of his Poverty 
or Meanneſs, but becauſe of his Religion ; 
however, in Time, all the Princes \acknow- 
ledged bim as Elector. | 
8. But it is by ſome (aid, (and we knbw well 
enough, by whom they are inſtructed) that the 
Hanover Family was poor, and brought no- 
thing along with them into England. Taſk; 
ſuppoſing this Caſe, which is far from having 
any Truth in it, what Eſtate or Fortune is it 
cupected the Perſon will bring, who is now at. 
tempting to dethrone King GORE! May 
it not be anſwered, that he is no better than a 
_ moſt wretched Bankrupt, who has liv'd all his 
Days on the Credit of others; and who has 
large, immenſe Arrears to make good, if ever 
he is reſponſible! - Men ſhou'd be aſham'd to 
talk of the Poverty of the El#or of Hano- 
ver, when they put him ia Competition with - 
a Popiſh Pretender !—But the Smallneſs of 
his German Dominions ſhou'd be no Objection 
in the Mouths of theſe Declaimers, becauſe 
OY to his. having any ſuch Dominion 
at a 
9. It is alſo ;nſinuated, that the King 700 
often goes to viſit his German Dominions s 
D an 


8 
and that he ſpends that Money there, which 
we allow him for the Civil Lift. 

This is from the fame Quarter; and ſa- 
vors of great Stupidity ! Competent Judges 
know the King, as Elector of Hanover, 
has long had his Finances in very good Order. 
And that he ſtands in no Need of Bri- 
tiſh Money to keep up his Treaſury or Ex- 
chequer there. Neither is it likely he ſhould 
think his Money more ſafe there, than in the 
public Companies of England, whoſe Credit 
has not been exceeded by any foreign Bank 


whatſoever. I ſhould rather think that his 


Hanoverian Subjects would have more Reaſon 
to ſuſpect him of removing from his Exche- 
quer there, and draining from thence ſome 
conſiderable Part of the civil Aid. 9 

And why ſhou'd we complain of his go- 
ing, when he pleaſes, to his German Domi- 
nions, ſince our own Repreſentatives broke off 
the Reſtraint that was laid upon him, by the 
Act of Succeſſion !- 

I am finally perſuaded, his Majeſty never 
goes with any Deſign to injure his Britiſb. 
Subjects; and I wou'd not imagine him ca- 


pable of deſigning to throw the leaſt Slight 


or Contempt upon them ; for this wou'd be 
to call in Queſtion his Underſtanding, and 
make him appear weak beyond Meaſure, not 


to ſee that his Glory, and-the Luſtre of Ma- 
jeſiy which he poſſeſſes, ſhines from the Re- 


gard 
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gard ſhewn him, not ſo much by Hanover 
as by Britain. | 

10.The Diſcontented would infinuate their 
Diſaffection, by ſaying he is a Foreigner. 
But with what Shadow of Reaſon? So was 
King William, the great Deliverer of Britain, 
the moſt glorious and wiſe Prince that had 


ever ſway'd the Britiſb Sceptre! And why 


was he fo hearty a Friend to Britain, but 
becauſe a Proteſtant ? As is King Grote ; ; 
and therefore naturalized to us by Religion, 
as well as, nay, far better than by being the 
Grandſon of a Daughter of King James the 
Firſt.— But the Pretender is an Alien, not 
only to our Land, but to our Religion; and 
therefore incapable of treating us with the 
Affection of a Father. 

11. I wou'd take Notice of another Mea- 
ſure that has been practiſed by the Romi/h E- 
miſſaries, in order to our Ruin; and that is, 
they have attempted to alienate the Affecti- 
ons of Proteſtants from one another, and 
ſow Diſſention among us. They have per- 
ſuaded the Ignorant and Bigots, to look upon 
the Prateſtant Diſſenters as worſe than Pa- 
piſts ! And have had the Front to ſay, that 
there is very little Difference between the 
Eſtabliſhed Church of England, and the 
Church of Rome. Whereas, every Prote- 
flant of the Eſtabliſhed Church, who owns 
no Dominion over the Conſcience, and every 
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„ 
Proteſtant Diſſenter, who acts in Character, 


are entirely agreed about Religion; and only 


differ in the Form, or Externals. When a 
Papiſt is an equal Enemy by Principle to one 
Proteſtant as to another; and Popery is in 
equal Enmity to both.— If then Proteftants 
won't be cajoled out of their Senſes, they 


will regard ſuch Attempts to prejudice them 
againſt one another, as an Artiſice of the 


common Enemy, who ſeeks equally the Ruin 
= YT e 3 

12. I begun with obſerving that the Emiſ- 
ſaries of Rome have the Confidence to aſſert, 
we are in no Danger. We may expect, on 
the other Hand, that upon the Rebels making 


any Progreſs, they will endeavour to ſpread 


a Pannic into the Minds of the People, in 


order to diſbearten them from any Attempts 
in their own Defence, or in the Way of Op- 
poſition ; and this, either by magnifying the 
Numbers of the Diſaffected, or by miſrepre- 


ſenting the Temper of the Nation. This will 


be but in Character; fr, to lull aſleep, whilſt 
the Storm is gathering, and the Enemy is 
fortifying himſelf for the Enterprize ; and 
then, to intimidate and frighten out of a Ca- 
pacity and Spirit of Reſiſtance —To make 
their Stratagems ſucceed the better, theſe 
Deceivers are abundant in Profeſſions of the 

reateſt Zeal and Affection to their Country! 
Bur ſuffer them not to delude you. Ever ſuſ- 


pect 


« 
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ct thoſe as Enemies, or weak Men, who 
wou'd ſpread Difaffe#ion and Diſunion a- 


mong Proteſtants. One Clergyman I have 


heard of, who behaves thus perfidiouſly in 
the Company he uſes. I hope there are not 
many ſych, who will ventuce to belie their 
own Gonſcicnces, by aſſerting, that the Fr 


tender is a good Proteſtant, &c. 


13. And eſpecially wou'd I caution my 


; Countrymen againſt ſwallowing that Abſur- 


dity, vig. that a Papiſt, a real Papiſt, wou d 
not in his Heart chuſe @ Change of Govern- 
ment. This is impoſſible, unleſs the Man 
be only a Papiſt in Form, and not in his 
Heart ; as muſt appear from the Malignancy 
of the Spirit of opery againſt Proteſtants : 
There is a deadly Sting in the Tail of the red 
Dragon, and the Beaſt is iaclined to throw 
out of his Mouth a Flood of Curſes to deluge 
the Nations, But it has pleaſed the Son of 

God, whois plac'd at the right-hand of Power, 


to preſerve his Church hitherto from the De- 


yourer, —And yet, 
Our Security, under God, is our Union, as 
Protefiants, regarding our Intereſts as one and 


_ the ſame ; it being certain, that a Change of 


Government wall equally affect us, of the 
Eſtabliſhment, as thoſe who are Proteſtant 
Diſſenters of every Denomination ; and in 
this Union of Intereſts, let us ſcruple no 
Fun Coſt, Labour, or Blood, to * 

t- 
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' Attempt made upon our Peace and Liberties, 


by a Popiſh Pretender, What Indignation | 
ſhould all the Heart of every Briton, to think 


| that Rome itſelf ſhould have trained up a Per- 
fon, in all her Idolatries, and inur'd to all her 


Blaſphemies, to govern thoſe Kingdoms, which 
have been the Buttreſs of the Proteſtant Cauſe 
and Intereſt in the World: A Perſon ſent 
to us, and ſupported, by the French Court, 
whoſe Aim is univerſal Empire, and giving 
Law to Europe! 

If Britons don't unite in the moſt vigorous 
Oppoſition to ſuch Meaſures, they muſt be 
forfaken of God, and given up in Judgment, 
as a Prey to the Deſtroyer; they will become 
o Bye-Word, and Reproach of all Nations. 

. But we muſt animadvert on another 
Pridiice of the Enemies of our Country, 
and that is, their Induſtry in propagating 
Vice and Immorality, in almoſt every Shape 
and Form. Of all Meaſures this is the moſt 
malignant! Foraſmuch as Licentiouſneſs is the 
greateſt Abuſe of Liberty, and Immorality 


the greateſt Oppoſite to true Religion! For 


wherein can Men be ſaid to reap any Benefit 
from civil Liberty, or a full Enjoyment of 
Property, who make Uſe of their Plenty and 
Fulneſs, their Eaſe and Tranquility, as an 
Occafion to the Fleſh, to fulfil its Luſts, in 
Luxury, Wantonneſs and Effeminacy ? This 
deſtroys their Reſolution, "Courage and 
lity! 


18 


| lity! It deſpoils them of thoſe great Wea- 


pons of Defence, which ſhould make them 


| formidable to the Enemy, and renders them 


like to a City diſmantled of its Walls and 
Fortreſſes! 5 
And what does it ſignify that a People are 


in full Enjoyment of religious Liberty, if 


they are vicious and immoral ? The Ends of 
ſuch Liberty are baffled and defeated; and 
they become prepar'd for any Inventions 
that will palliate and lull to ſleep their uneaſy, 
and guilty Minds, At this Flood- gate only 


can Popery enter a Proteſtant Nation, and 


the Enemies of our Country found their 


Hopes of Succeſs upon our preſent Debau- 


chery. 

15. To theſe Things might be added, the 
Tnconfiſtencies of Britiſh Proteſtants in a Time 
of public Danger, who, too many of them, 
very unguardedly expreſs Reſentment againſt 
public Meaſures in the Adminiſtration. But 
to ſuch I wou'd ſay a few Things. Do you 
expect in the beſt of human Governments, 


an infalliblè and unerring Management? 


The beſt laid Schemes are not to be judg'd 
of always by their Succeſs. There are a 


Thouſand unforeſeen Incidents, that may 
prevent their taking Effect. And as the Exe- 


cution of them lies in various Hands, there 
may be involuntary as well as voluntary Errors 
committed; ſome for want of Foreſight, others 
5 for 
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for want of Skill, of Courage, or of Honeſtyin 
inferior Inftruments. And fhall the firſt Springs 
of Government be charged with Crime, 
when we know not but that they have done 
their beſt ? What Ruleof Fudgment ſhall we then 
go upon? Should it not be upon the general 
and moſt obvious Intention? But if this appears 
to have been, from all Circumſtances com- 
pared, the Security of the public Tranquility, 
and the preventing of greater Evils, then the 
leſſer Evils, that in ſome Caſes are ſcarcely 
avoidable, ſhould be ſubmitted to with 
Chearfulneſs. And there is no eſcaping 
Miſtakes, even by the beſt of human Go- 
vernments. Let us impartially review the 
Conduct of our Adminiſtration, and compare 


| What has been the prevailing Maxims of it 


under the Hanover Family, with what have 
been the avow'd Maxims of the Stuarts; and 
ſee if the Difference be not as ww:de as Eaſt 
and Weſt, and as oppofite as Light and Dark- 


neſs. | | . 
Muſt then the Blunders of an Adminiſtra- 


tion be reckoned equally criminal, and hazar- 


dous, with the efabhi/hed Maxims of our 
Ruin and Deſtruction? It is unreaſonable and 

ungrateful ! ” 1 
And ſhall any expreſs a Coolneſi of Eſteem 
and Affection to the preſent Royal Family, 
becauſe of the Conduct of this or of that 
Miniſtry ? It is well known that King m_ 
| : | | Ze 


1 2. 
the Second, has conſented to plea ſe the Peo of 
as well as himſelf, in the Choice of his Mi- 
niſters; and has he not in ſome Inſtances 
given the Preference to the publie Voice, 
even in this reſpect? — But can any thing like 


this be ſaid of the Stuarts? —Has he ever, 


like them, promoted and careſid Papiſts, the 
Enemies of our Conſtitution? Had he done 
ſo; there is no doubt, but their Enmity wou'd 
not thus'have'ſhewn itſelf againſt his Crown- 
and Dignity. And what if the public Mea- 
ſures have been attended with great Expence? 
Does it appear that he has appropriated; the 
immenſe Sums to his own, or to any other 
Uſe than that of the Public? If indeed be 


had imployed the public Moneys, in any 


Meaſures, to enſlave us, we ſhould have the 


ſame Reaſon o Complaint againſt him, as 
did lye againſt Fames the Second, or Charles 


= Firfl. But nothing of this has ever yet 
appear d. But if the public Moneys have 
been imprudently ſquander'd away, it can 
riſe no higher than the Charge of Imprudence. 
Vet even this perhaps we are not able to 
prove againſt his Miniſtry, The worft Charge 
againſt the Adminiſtration of Yalpole is, that 


of his being too pacific ; ſpending the Nations 


Money to avoid a War, though we were 


under the Inſults of the Enemy.— But is 


ine no Defence to be made for his Maxim? 
[ —-- = i Per- 
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Perhaps he thought it the be Maxim; and 


if he did, and it was not ſo, it only proves 
him to have been a weak add Slundering 
Politician, But if he had any wicked Motives 
to his Conduct, or ſuch as he knew were 
detrimental to the Nation, he was a Rogue. 
But ſhall the King be arraign d? What Inte- 
reſt of the King's — be ſerved by it? Has 
he ever ſhewn any Inclination to govern us 
without Law? Has he ever diſcover d ſo. 
much Ignorance, as to imagine, that an ar- 
bitrary and .deſpotic Will wou'd find Britons. 
compliant and yielding in their Obedience 
and Subjection ? — If he bas not, why. ſhould 
any Proteſtant good Subject inſinuate any 
Charge of Crime againſt his Government? 
None of his faithful, and honeſt, and in- 
telligent Subjects will nadenatic to ſhew, that 
the Adminiſtration under him, either by the 
pacific Walpole, or the more, martial and. vi: 
gorous Conduct of his Succeſſor, were fret 
from Miſtaꝶke or Error. Nor do J imagine, 
that any will be ſo ſanguine, even with re- 
gard to the preſent Adminiſtration.— But if it 
appears, that they are hone/?, diligent, and 
watchful in their Application, to the public 


Concoerns, which lye upon their Hands, and 
diſcover an adeguate Capacity, we ſhould not 


only expreſs our Satisfaction with them, but 
our nitule for their <a and do all in 


our 
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dur Power to ſtrengthen their Hands, and | 


render effectual their Adminiſtration, It is 


unjuſt to arraign and cenſure without Evi- 
dence; and it is a very criminal Meaſure, to 


ſpread Diſaſfection, or depreciate the Charac- 
ters of the public Miniſtry, at a Time, when 
they are ſolicitouſly employed i in ſecuring us, 


from impending Danger 


Thoſe Britons therefore diſcover great Im- 
prudence, who ſay any thing to len the 
popular Eſteem of the preſent Government, 


as well as thoſe who take Pleaſure in dau- 


by nun ſinking the Spirits of the People, 
mating that we are undone beyond Re- 


| 3 e Condition, under the Ai id 
of Heaven, is yet capable of Redreſs, and That 
may be effected, by every Proteſtant's contri- 

buting what is in his Power, either by his 
Perſon, or his Purſe. An Aſſociation might 


eaſily be ſpread through the Kingdom, Our 
Nobility, by exerting themſelves, might, fand 


I «ruſt are greatly forwarding ſuch an Aſſo- 


ciation, - And the keeping up of the public 


_ Creditof our Bank, would convince the Ene- 


my, that we are not diſpirited. though 


many will ara out, who are diſaffected. 


Hence one may charge upon the Emiſſa- 
ries of Rome, the late Meaſure of drawing 


out the Money from the Bank of — 


„ „„ 
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1 attribute it to a timid Diſpoſition ſpread 


by Facobites, and thrown into the Minds of 


the money'd Perſons, who uſed to lodge it 
there. But ſurely, ſuch a Proceeding is very 
wrong! For what can diſcover more a Di- 
ſtruſt of the Safety and Protection of our Go- 
vernment, which we may yet hope for, from 


the Providence of God, A this Where 8 


will the Money of any private Perſon be /a afe, 
if not in the Bank? Some may imagine, in 


their own Hands; but this is queſtionable, for 


ſhould the Rebels make any great Advances 


towards our Capital, Plunder, Robbery, and 
Rapine, muſt viſit the Seats of Perſons of 
Fortune, and the Habitations of the Rich 
And in ſuch Caſes, the Moneys lodged i in the 
Bank would ſurely be as ſafe. 

Beides, the Apprehenſions with which ſuclt 
a Conduct may fill the Minds of the timorous 
Multitude, ſhould have ſome Regard paid to 
It, Nothing ſhould be done, to ſpread a 
Panic through the Nation. This will gra- 
tity the Rebel, and too much ſerve his Pur- 
poſe. But as this has not been prevented, 
with the utmoſt Pleaſure do J hear of the 
Body of London Merchants determin'd to 
ſupport the public Credit; which will, I 
doubt not, retrieve it, and be tranſmitted down, 
in the Records of this Reign, to their perpe- 


tual Honour! As well as be look d upon by all 
true 


293 
true Enghſhmen, with Gratitude at preſent. 
It is brave, a worthy, and moſt glorious En- 
gagement; and atones for that Timidify and 


_ Diftruft that appear in the other Inſtance 


of Conduct. | 

And hence may we not hope, rationally 
hope, that notwithſtanding we have too far 
abuſed our public Advantages, and debaſed 


the Honour and Reputation of a Proteſtant 


People ; that we have yet ſome, nay, great 
Numbers of true Patriots, and Men of Bri- 
tiſb Courage, left among us? A Number /uf- 

ient to quell this unnatural Rebellion; and 
chaſtiſe the Inſolence of the Youth, that has 


dar'd to diſturb our Peace, and by Surprize 


to ſpill the Blood of our Countrymen, and 


to aim at the Crown of theſe Realms. 

In a Word, if we are in earneſt, God will 
be with us. But if we are not, we ſhall 
ſhew ourſelves inſenſible of our Privileges, and 
unworthy the Defence of the Lord of Hoſts, 
who has ſo often been our Refuge! And whe 
now waits that he may be gracious to us, 
and fave us! Let us earneſtly pray to God 
for our King, and for our Country, for the 
Protection of our Perſons and Properties: 
We may do this with humble Confidence, 
whilſt the Rebel- Invader is ſupplicating a 


dead Woman, the Virgin Mary! and idola- 


trouſly invoking not only her Aſſiſtance, but 
| that 


rer 


23 A * 


4 Wo WY 


—— 


U NR Oe er nes ret, wn 


e Fe 
that of imaginary Saints! But t whilt he is 
impiouſly addreſſing a Gods, and we 
bumbly proſtrate beds the One living and true 
God, let us all with Confidence wait for his 


Salvation. 1 4 92 


—— 


1 * 
1 


f + 


— * 
N 
. 


2 
if 
* * * 
* * 
* 
bs * 
3 , 
* 
7 1 * * 
4 . 
_ E 
* J ? * & z 
* 
0 s# T 
5 18 : 
* A 
75 5 6 
0&4 
* 
* 


z 
1 
* 
— 
* 
* * 
* * 
? . 

+ 1 . 

LY 
* 
« 


4-4 
d 


* * 


: 2 7 7 5 * * — Ip *; £5 3 - p ; 
in e A 175 de h nin 


0 . M7 We, ned, WP: 5 4 
x # * 1 \ . 2 ow _ eng i „ A + # 
. . 0 5 3 j 


